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Meant to be carried with you as you travel, this highly portable, concisely-written book
introduces travelers to one of the world’s most richly rewarding destinations. It includes all of the
nitty gritty details one needs to plan a trip, from hotels and restaurants to try, to savvy tips on the
best ways to get around Ireland. Author Jack Jewers, who has been writing guidebooks to
Ireland since 2006 (and is the proud grandson of an Irishwoman), provides an affectionate and
insightful take on Irish culture and history that will greatly enhance your trip to the Emerald
Isle.Frommer’s EasyGuide to Ireland 2018 contains:Helpful maps, including a full-color fold-out
mapCompletely updated every year and printed in large, easy-to-read typePrecise about
pricing, with Euro and British Pound (for Northern Ireland) amounts listed for every attraction,
restaurant, hotel, nightspot and shop in the guide—so there aren’t any nasty surprisesFilled with
information on the fascinating culture, history, art history and cuisine of Ireland that will make
your visit richerLaden with no-holds-barred reviews, which will introduce you to the country’s
most authentic lodgings (hotels, B&B’s, castles), eateries, museums, historic and nature sight so
you can stretch your budget further, whether you’re a luxury-seeker or a backpacker.About
Frommer’s: There’s a reason that Frommer’s has been the most trusted name in travel for more
than sixty years. Arthur Frommer created the best-selling guide series in 1957 to help American
servicemen fulfill their dreams of travel in Europe, and since then, we have published thousands
of titles became a household name helping millions upon millions of people realize their own
dreams of seeing our planet. Travel is easy with Frommer’s.



Frommer's Star Ratings SystemEvery hotel, restaurant, and attraction listed in this guide has
been ranked for quality and value. Here’s what the stars mean:RecommendedHighly
RecommendedA must! Don't miss!AN IMPORTANT NOTEThe world is a dynamic place. Hotels
change ownership, restaurants hike their prices, museums alter their opening hours, and buses
and trains change their routings. And all of this can occur in the several months after our authors
have visited, inspected, and written about these hotels, restaurants, museums, and
transportation services. Though we have made valiant efforts to keep all our information fresh
and up-to-date, some few changes can inevitably occur in the periods before a revised edition of
this guidebook is published. So please bear with us if a tiny number of the details in this book
have changed. Please also note that we have no responsibility or liability for any inaccuracy or
errors or omissions, or for inconvenience, loss, damage, or expenses suffered by anyone as a
result of assertions in this guide.CONTENTS1 The Best of Ireland2 Ireland in Context3
Suggested ItinerariesHow to See IrelandThe Regions in Brief4 DublinEssentialsFast Facts:
DublinDublin Neighborhoods in BriefWhere to Stay in DublinWhere to Eat in DublinExploring
Dublin5 Day Trips from DublinEssentialsWhere to StayWhere to EatExploring North of Dublin:
Counties Meath & LouthExploring West of Dublin: County KildareExploring South of Dublin:
County Wicklow6 The SoutheastEssentialsWhere to StayWhere to EatExploring County
WaterfordExploring County WexfordExploring County Kilkenny7 County CorkEssentialsFast
Facts: Cork CityWhere to StayWhere to EatExploring County Cork8 County
KerryEssentialsWhere to StayWhere to EatExploring the Ring of KerryExploring the Dingle
Peninsula9 Counties Clare & LimerickEssentialsWhere to StayWhere to EatExploring County
ClareExploring County Limerick10 County GalwayEssentialsFast Facts: Galway CityWhere to
StayWhere to EatExploring County Galway11 The Northwest: Mayo, Sligo &
DonegalEssentialsWhere to StayWhere to EatExploring County MayoExploring County Sligo12
Northern IrelandEssentialsBelfastFast Facts: BelfastThe Antrim CoastDerry13 Planning Your
Trip to IrelandGetting ThereTrips & ToursGetting AroundWhen to GoResponsible TravelFast
Facts: IrelandIndex1The Best of IrelandWith its ever-changing scenery, Ireland is an addictive
place to explore. Within a few miles you can travel from plunging cliffs and flat pastureland to
towering mountains and gloomy peat bogs. You can spend the night in ancient castles or state-
of-the-art spa hotels, and dine on fine Irish cuisine or snack on crispy fish and chips served in a
paper bag. The sheer number of sights, little villages, charming pubs, and adorable restaurants
and shops can be overwhelming—that’s why we’ve put together this list of some of our favorite
places and things to do in Ireland. We hope that while you’re exploring this magical country,
you’ll find a few of your own.The best Authentic Experiences Seeing a Traditional Music
Session at a Proper Irish Pub: While there are plenty of shows for the tourist crowd, nothing
beats the energy, atmosphere, and authenticity of a genuine small-town traditional music
session. Buy a pint, grab a seat (preferably one near a smoldering peat fire), and wait for the



action to begin. We list some of the best places in this book, including the Long Valley in Cork
(see p. 131) or Gus O’Connor’s and McGann’s in little Doolin, County Clare (see p. 186). Getting
Lost Down the Back Roads of County Kerry: It’s Ireland’s most visited county by far, and if you
stick to the beaten path, in summer it’s thronged with tourists. Instead, veer off onto the winding
back roads and allow yourself to get gloriously, hopelessly lost. Forget the clock and embrace a
sense of serendipity. There are always new discoveries to be made down its breathtaking
byways. See p. 165. Wandering Through Temple Bar (Dublin, County Dublin): Yes, it’s touristy;
yes, it’s loud; yes, it’s the kind of place where hustlers in leprechaun costumes beg for change in
return for photos . . . but the energy of Temple Bar is electrifying. Its restaurants and bars buzz
with life; its galleries and shops pulse with innovation. See p. 58.Ireland Walking Down the Long
Stone Passage at Newgrange (County Meath): Sacred to the ancients, this passage tomb is
more than 5,000 years old—that’s older than the Egyptian pyramids or Stonehenge. Wander
down the long, atmospheric central tunnel and try to visualize just how many generations have
passed since it was built—it’s a mind-blowing exercise, a real time-warp experience. See p. 99.
Browsing the Old English Market in Cork (County Cork): Cork is a county made for foodies. In
addition to the restaurant hub of Kinsale (see p. 132), the eponymous main city is home to one
of the country’s finest (and oldest) food markets. A walk through here is a feast for the senses.
See p. 137. Driving Through the Burren (County Clare): Ireland is full of memorable landscapes,
but this is the most unique. For miles, this exposed coastal countryside has a haunting, alien
feel, although it’s strikingly beautiful, too. Try to be here as the sun goes down, when the craggy
limestone plains turn an evening shade of red. See chapter 9. Photographing the Murals in
Belfast and Derry (County Antrim/County Derry, Northern Ireland): Half a generation has grown
up in Northern Ireland without knowing sectarian bloodshed firsthand. Yet in Belfast, the “peace
wall” dividing Catholic and Protestant neighborhoods is still covered in political street art, while
“People’s Gallery” murals in Derry testify how “the Troubles” affected ordinary citizens. See
chapter 12. Stumbling Across a Mysterious Ruin in the Middle of Nowhere (almost anywhere):
Ireland is full-to-bursting with medieval castles, churches, and all manner of impossibly old
buildings. We’ve listed as many as we can in this book—but we don’t know it all. And that’s the
sheer joy of exploring a place like Ireland; hiking across a hillside, or turning a bend in a country
lane—you may suddenly come across some craggy ancient ruin that doesn’t appear in any
guidebook or on any map. We’ve made some amazing discoveries this way—keep your eyes
open and you will, too. (And if you’re itching to tell somebody about your find—tell us!)The best
Picture-Postcard Towns Adare (County Limerick): This really is a picture-postcard town, its
image having been reproduced alongside a hundred thousand “Wish You Were Heres.”
Unfortunately, the secret is very much out, but if you manage to visit when the roads aren’t
clogged with tour buses, you’ll leave with a memory card full of photos. See p. 188. Dalkey
(County Dublin): The cutest of a string of upscale seaside towns unfurling south from Dublin,
Dalkey is both a short drive and a million miles away from the busy city, with a castle, a
mountaintop folly, lovely beaches, and some fine restaurants. See chapter 4. Kinsale (County



Cork): Kinsale’s narrow streets all lead to the sea, dropping steeply from the hills around the
harbor. The walk from Kinsale through Scilly to Charles Fort and Frower Point is breathtaking.
Kinsale has the added benefit of being a foodie town with no shortage of good restaurants. See
p. 138. Kenmare (County Kerry): It’s easy to fall in love with Kenmare, with its stone cottages,
colorful gardens, and flowers overflowing from window boxes. It’s also home to several elegant
hotels, so it makes an enchanting base for exploring the Ring of Kerry. See p. 148. Dingle (An
Daingean) (County Kerry): In this charming medieval town, stone buildings ramble up and down
hills, revealing little diners and picturesque pubs, plus a lovely historic church—and its genial
residents are pleasantly relaxed about visitors. See p. 169.The best Castles & Stately Homes
Kilkenny Castle (County Kilkenny): Although parts of this stout towered castle date from the 13th
century, the existing structure looks more like a 19th-century palace. Exquisitely restored, it also
has vast gardens; former stables now hold art galleries and shops. See p. 122. Powerscourt
Estate (County Wicklow): Restored at last to its former glory (at least on the outside) after
decades of misfortune and neglect, the house is surrounded by some of the finest gardens in
Ireland. See p. 103. Carrickfergus Castle (County Antrim): This huge Norman fortress on the
bank of Belfast Lough is surprisingly intact and well preserved, complete with an imposing tower
house and a high wall punctuated by corner towers. See p. 247. Castletown House (County
Kildare): Built in the early–18th century, this grand, whitewashed mansion soon became one of
Ireland’s most imitated buildings. See p. 101. Dunluce Castle (County Antrim): Set atop a razor-
sharp promontory jutting into the sea, these castle ruins are picturesque and evocative. Unlike
many other castles, it wasn’t demolished by human enemies, but had to be abandoned after a
large section collapsed and fell into the breakers below. See p. 255.The best Natural Wonders
Giant’s Causeway (County Antrim): At the foot of a cliff by the sea, this mysterious mass of tightly
packed, naturally occurring hexagonal basalt columns is nothing short of astonishing. This
volcanic wonder, formed 60 million years ago, looks even better when negotiated (cautiously) on
foot. See p. 256. The Burren (County Clare): We can guarantee this: The Burren is one of the
strangest landscapes you’re likely to see anywhere in the world. Its stark limestone grassland is
spread with a quilt of wildflowers from as far afield as the Alps, and its inhabitants include nearly
every species of butterfly found in Ireland. See chapter 9. Mizen Head (County Cork): While
most travelers flock to the overcrowded Cliffs of Moher (p. 184), these spectacular 210m (689-
ft.) sea cliffs at Ireland’s extreme southwest tip are just as stunning. See p. 144. The Twelve
Bens (County Galway): Amid Connemara’s central mountains, bogs, and lakes, the rugged
Twelve Bens range crowns a spectacular landscape. Some of the peaks are bare and rocky,
others clothed in peat. The loftiest, Benbaun in Connemara National Park, reaches a height of
729m (2,392 ft.). See p. 207.The best Prehistoric Sites Hill of Tara (County Meath): Of ritual
significance from the Stone Age to the early Christian period, Tara—the traditional center and
seat of Ireland’s high kings—has seen it all and kept it a secret. From its top on a clear day you
can see all four of Ireland’s Celtic provinces. See p. 98. Newgrange (County Meath): One of the
archaeological wonders of Western Europe, Newgrange is the centerpiece of a megalithic



cemetery dating back 5,000 years—that’s older than the Egyptian pyramids or Stonehenge.
Walking down the long, atmospheric central tunnel, trying to visualize just how many
generations have passed since it was built, is mind-blowing. But the question remains: What was
it all for? See p. 99. Dún Aengus (County Galway): The eminent archaeologist George Petrie
called Dún Aengus “the most magnificent barbaric monument in Europe.” No one knows who
built this massive stone fort or exactly when it was constructed. Dún Aengus still stands guard
over the southern coast of Inishmore, largest of the Aran Islands. See p. 203. Carrowmore and
Carrowkeel (County Sligo): These two megalithic cities of the dead (Europe’s largest) may have
once contained more than 200 passage tombs. The two together—one in the valley and the
other atop a nearby mountain—convey an unequaled sense of the ancient peoples’ reverence
for the dead. Carrowmore is well presented and interpreted, while Carrowkeel is left to itself for
those who seek it out. See p. 223.The best Family Activities Dublin Zoo in the Phoenix Park
(Dublin): Kids love this sympathetically designed zoo featuring wild creatures, animal-petting
corners, and a train ride. The surrounding park has room to run, picnic, and explore. See p. 83.
Irish National Heritage Park (County Wexford): Millennia of history are made painlessly
educational for children and adults at this engaging “living history” museum. It’s a fascinating,
informative way to while away a few hours. See p. 120. Fota Island & Wildlife Park (County
Cork): In this wildlife park, rare and endangered animals roam freely. You’ll see everything from
giraffes and zebras to kangaroos, flamingos, penguins, and monkeys wandering the grassland.
Add in a toddler playground, tour train, picnic area, and gift shop, and you have the makings of a
fun family outing. See p. 143. Muckross House & Gardens (Killarney, County Kerry): This
impressive mansion, the gateway to Killarney National Park, has been preserved inside in all its
Victorian splendor. Nearby, people on the Muckross Historic Farms engage in traditional farm
activities while dressed in authentic period clothes. See p. 163. Fungie the Dolphin Tours
(Dingle, County Kerry): Every day, fishing boats ferry visitors out into the nearby waters to see
Fungie, the friendliest dolphin you’ll ever meet, swim right up to the boat. You can even arrange
an early-morning dolphin swim. The kid-friendly Dingle Oceanworld Aquarium is right by the
harbor as well. See p. 170. Galway Atlantaquaria (Galway, County Galway): Known more
formally as the National Aquarium of Ireland, this is the place that your kids will remember long
after their memories of ruined dolmens by the roadside have faded. Highlights include a tank full
of small sharks and pools where kids can touch curious rays. See p. 202. Bunratty Castle & Folk
Park (County Clare): Kids love Bunratty, which looks every bit as satisfyingly medieval as an old
castle should. The grounds have been turned over to a replica 19th-century village—complete
with actors playing Victorian residents going about their daily lives. It’s great fun to walk through.
See p. 183.The best Early Christian Ruins Glendalough (County Wicklow): Nestled in “the glen
of the two lakes,” this atmospheric monastic settlement was founded in the 6th century by St.
Kevin, who, looking for seclusion, certainly found it here. Although quite remote, Glendalough
suffered assaults from the Vikings and English forces. Today its stone ruins collude with the
countryside to create one of the loveliest spots in Ireland. See p. 102. The Rock of Cashel



(County Tipperary): In name and appearance, “the Rock” suggests a citadel, a place designed
more for power than prayer. A huge outcropping—or an upcropping—of limestone topped with
spectacularly beautiful ruins, this was the seat of clerics and kings, a power center to rival Tara.
Now the two sites vie only for the attention of tourists. See p. 118. Jerpoint Abbey (County
Kilkenny): Jerpoint is the finest representative of the many Cistercian abbeys whose ruins dot
the Irish landscape. Somehow, hundreds of years of rain and wind have failed to completely
wipe away medieval carvings, leaving us a rare chance to glimpse how magnificent these
abbeys once were. See p. 121. Skellig Michael (County Kerry): Thirteen kilometers (8 miles)
offshore of the Iveragh Peninsula, rising sharply 214m (702 ft.) out of the Atlantic, this remote,
rocky crag dedicated to the archangel Michael was chosen by early Irish monks for their austere
hermitage. Today the journey to Skellig across choppy seas, and the arduous climb to its
summit, makes an unforgettable experience. See p. 166.The best for Lovers of Literature Dublin
Writers Museum (Dublin, County Dublin): Filled with letters, manuscripts, personal possessions,
and other eclectic ephemera, this great museum in Dublin is a mecca for lovers of Irish literature.
Naturally, it has a great bookshop. See p. 67. Davy Byrnes Pub (Dublin, County Dublin): This
place crops up in Ulysses when the hero, Leopold Bloom, famously orders a lunch of burgundy
and a Gorgonzola sandwich here. The pub is acutely aware of its heritage, but happily knows
better than to ruin the appeal by being too touristy. See p. 88. St. Patrick’s Cathedral (Dublin,
County Dublin): In the 18th century, satirist Jonathan Swift (Gulliver’s Travels) tickled and
horrified the world with his vicious wit—all the while maintaining his very respectable day job as
dean of St. Patrick’s Cathedral. He is buried here alongside his longtime companion, Stella
Johnson. See p. 72. An Evening of Food, Folklore, and Fairies (Dublin, County Dublin): The last
few years have seen a resurgence in the age-old art of storytelling, with a new generation
embracing this captivatingly simple art form. This is one of the best nights out Dublin has to offer
—appropriately held in what might (might) be Ireland’s oldest pub. See p. 88. County Sligo: With
its many connections to the beloved poet W. B. Yeats, this county is a pilgrimage destination for
true fans, with many natural features—Lough Gill, Glencar Lake, Ben Bulben Mountain, and
Maeve’s tomb—that are described in his works. There are also several museums housing first
editions, photographs, and other memorabilia, plus Yeats’s dark and somber grave in Drumcliffe.
See chapter 11.The best Hotels Monart Spa (Enniscorthy, County Wexford): A sumptuous
countryside retreat, this pampering paradise is consistently rated among the top spas in Ireland.
It’s a serene, adults-only zone in a lovely setting. See p. 110. Temple House (Ballymote, County
Sligo): Proving that not all the best overnight stays are found in luxury hotels, Temple House is a
historic countryside B&B that feels like it’s in a world of its own. See p. 214. Wicklow Way Lodge
(Oldbridge, County Wicklow): It’s hard to fault this lovely B&B with spectacular views of the
Wicklow Mountains. So we won’t. It’s just gorgeous. See p. 94. Aghadoe Heights (Killarney,
County Kerry): Another of Ireland’s top spas, this one overlooks the Lakes of Killarney from a
high vantage point just north of the town. See p. 148. Ashford Castle (Cong, County Mayo): Live
like royalty for a night at this fairytale castle in County Mayo. The great and the good have been



coming here for decades to see what the fuss is about. The fuss, it turns out, is justified. See
p. 211. Powerscourt Hotel (County Wicklow): Staying in this elegant, luxurious hotel is like a
contemporary reinvention of how grand its namesake, Powerscourt House, must once have
been. See p. 94. The Merchant (Belfast, County Antrim): Once a Victorian bank, this stunningly
converted hotel is one of the finest places to stay in the trendy capital of Northern Ireland. See
p. 233. Gregans Castle Hotel (Ballyvaughn, County Clare): J. R. R. Tolkien took inspiration for
The Lord of the Rings while staying at this elegant country house amid the lunar landscape of
the Burren. See p. 177.The best Restaurants Fishy Fishy (Kinsale, County Cork): Kinsale is
Ireland’s unofficial gourmet capital, and the delightful Fishy Fishy is among its best restaurants.
The seafood is so local that the menu tells you who caught it—and we’re talking dish by dish,
name by name. See p. 132. Aniar (Galway, County Galway): Galway City’s most sought-after
table has a tiny but impeccably judged menu of innovative, modern Irish cuisine. Aniar is one of
just a handful of Michelin-starred restaurants in Ireland. See p. 198. Wilde’s (Cong, County
Mayo): On the grounds of Ashford Castle, Wilde’s is a joyous restaurant run by a real star in the
making. Diners also get an amazing view of Lough Corrib. See p. 217. Richmond House
(Cappoquin, County Waterford): One of the real destination restaurants of the southeast, the
Richmond House—set in a converted 18th-century mansion—serves exquisite seasonal meals,
with many ingredients sourced from its own garden. See p. 112. Inish Mean (Inis Mean, County
Galway): Pretty much the main reason for visiting the rather overlooked Aran island after which it
is named, this is a memorable place to stay and to savor for days, not just a meal. See p. 203.
Gallagher’s Boxty House (Dublin, County Dublin): A local man longing to preserve the culinary
traditions of his childhood started this hugely popular Temple Bar restaurant. The result is
captivating. See p. 58. Mourne Seafood Bar (Belfast, County Antrim): At one of the best
restaurants in Northern Ireland, the fresh Irish seafood is a must-try for Belfast-bound foodies.
See p. 238.The best Museums Chester Beatty Library (Dublin, County Dublin): Not just a library,
this is one of Ireland’s best museums, with a wealth of books, illuminated texts, and small art
objects. Its collection of rare religious manuscripts is among the most unique in the world. See
p. 67. National Museum of Ireland: Archaeology (Dublin, County Dublin): Ireland’s National
Museum is split into four separate sites, of which this is far and away the best. The collection
dates back to the earliest settlers, but it’s the relics from the Viking invasion and the early
Christian period that dazzle the most. See p. 71. Irish National Famine Museum (Strokestown
Park, County Roscommon): This reflective museum, part of a grand historic estate, does a
brilliant job of making the darkest period in Irish history seem immediate and real. See p. 227.
Titanic Belfast (Belfast, County Antrim): Belfast is incredibly proud of having built the most
famous ocean liner in history, despite its ultimate fate—though, as they’re fond of saying, “she
was alright when she left here.” This gleaming, high-tech museum is the best of several Titanic-
related attractions in Belfast. See p. 241. Ulster Folk & Transport Museum (Cultra, County
Antrim): Ireland has several so-called “living history” museums, where stories of people and
times past are told through reconstructions of everyday life. This one, just outside Belfast, is one



of the most engaging. See p. 250.2Ireland in ContextThe past decade has been a time of great
change for Ireland, as it reels from an ongoing economic crisis and struggles to forge a new
political and economic equilibrium. The financial crash of 2008 hit Ireland harder than most other
European nations (only Greece and Spain are generally considered to have come off worse),
and in many ways, the country is still recovering. But while the difficult times are not entirely over,
things are getting better. This is certainly a fascinating time to visit and see Ireland in transition. A
small, complex country with a tumultuous history, this is a land immensely rich with tradition,
beauty, culture, and life.A Brief HistoryThe First Settlers With some degree of confidence, we
can place the date of the first human habitation of the island somewhere after the end of the last
ice age, around the late 8000s b.c. Ireland’s first colonizers, Mesolithic Homo sapiens, walked,
waded, or floated across the narrow strait from what is now Britain in search of flint and, of
course, food.The next momentous prehistoric event was the arrival of Neolithic farmers and
herders, sometime around 3500 b.c. Unlike Ireland’s Mesolithic hunters, who barely left a trace,
this second wave of colonizers began to transform the island at once. They came with stone
axes that could fell a good-sized elm in less than an hour, and Ireland’s hardwood forests
receded to make room for tilled fields and pastureland. Villages sprang up, and more permanent
homes, planked with split oak, appeared at this time.Far more striking, though, was the
appearance of massive megalithic monuments, including court cairns, dolmens (stone tables),
round subterranean passage tombs, and wedge tombs. Thousands of these tombs are
scattered around Ireland, and to this day only a small percentage of them have been excavated.
These megalithic monuments speak volumes about the early Irish. To visit Newgrange (see
p. 99) and Knowth (see p. 99) in the Boyne Valley and Carrowmore (see p. 223) in County Sligo
is to marvel at the mystical practices of the early Irish. Even today, little is known about the
meaning or purpose of these mysterious stone relics.Later Celtic inhabitants assumed that the
tremendous stones and mounds were raised by giants, a race they called the people of the sí—a
name that eventually became the Tuatha Dé Danann, and, finally, fairies. Over many
generations, oral tradition downsized the mythical people into “little people,” who were believed
to have led a magical underground life in thousands of raths (earthwork structures) coursing the
island like giant mole tunnels. All of these sites were believed to be protected by fairies.
Tampering with them was thought to bring bad luck, so nobody ever touched them. Thus, they
have lasted to this day—ungraffitied, undamaged, unprotected by fences or wires, but utterly
safe.The Celts Of all the successive waves of outsiders who have, over the years, shaped,
cajoled, and pockmarked the timeline of Irish history, none have made quite such an impact as
the Celts. They came, originally from Central Europe, in waves, the first perhaps as early as the
6th century b.c. and continuing until the end of the first millennium. They fled from the Roman
invasion and clung to the edge of Europe—Ireland being, at the time, about as far as you could
go to elude a Roman force. In time, they controlled the island and absorbed into their culture
everyone they found there.Despite their cultural potency, however, the Celts developed little in
the way of centralized government, existing instead in a near-perpetual state of division and



conflict with one another. The island was divided among as many as 150 tribes, grouped under
alliances to five provincial kings. The provinces of Munster, Leinster, Ulster, and Connaught date
from this period. They fought fiercely among themselves over land, women, and cattle (their
“currency” and standard of wealth). No one tribe ever ruled the entire island, though not for lack
of trying. One of the most impressive monuments from the time of the warring Celts is the stone
fortress of Dún Aengus, on the windswept hills of the Aran Islands (see p. 203).The Coming of
Christianity The Celtic chiefs neither welcomed nor resisted the Christians who came ashore
beginning in the 5th century a.d. Although threatened, the pagan Celts settled for a bloodless
rivalry with this new religion. In retrospect, this may have been a mistake.Not the first, but
eventually the most famous, of these Christian newcomers was a man called Maewyn Succat, a
young Roman citizen torn from his Welsh homeland in a Celtic raid and brought to Ireland as a
slave, where he was forced to work in a place called the Forest of Foclut (thought to be around
modern County Antrim). He escaped on a ship bound for France, where he spent several years
as a priest before returning to Ireland as a missionary. He began preaching at sacred Celtic
festivals, a tactic that frequently led to confrontations with religious and political leaders, but
eventually he became such a popular figure that after his death in 461, a dozen clan chiefs
fought over the right to bury him. His lasting legacy was, of course, the establishment in Ireland
of one of the strongest Christian orthodoxies in Europe—an achievement for which he was later
beatified as St. Patrick.Ireland’s conversion to Christianity was a somewhat negotiated process.
The church at the time of St. Patrick was, like the man who brought it, Roman. For Ireland, an
island still without a single proper town, the Roman system of dioceses and archdioceses simply
didn’t make sense. So the Irish adapted the church to their own situation. They built isolated
monasteries with extended monastic “families,” each more or less autonomous. For several
centuries, Ireland flourished in this fashion, becoming a center of monastic learning and culture.
Monks and scholars were drawn here in droves, and they were sent out in great numbers as
well, to Britain and the Continent, as emissaries for the island’s way of thinking and praying. Like
their megalithic ancestors, these monks left traces of their lives behind, enduring monuments to
their spirituality. Early monastic sites such as gorgeous Glendalough in County Wicklow (see
p. 102) and isolated Skellig Michael off the Kerry coast (see p. 166) give you an idea of how they
lived. Striking examples of their work can be seen at Trinity College (which houses the Book of
Kells—see p. 66) and at the Chester Beatty Museum (see p. 67).The Viking Invasions Then the
Vikings came along and ruined everything.After centuries of relative peace, the first wave of
Viking invaders arrived in Ireland in a.d. 795. The wealthy Irish monasteries were among their
first targets. Unprepared and unprotected, the monasteries, which had amassed troves of gold,
jewels, and art from followers around the world, were decimated. The round towers to which the
monks retreated for safety were neither high enough nor strong enough to protect them and their
treasures from the onslaught.Once word spread of the wealth to be had on the small island, the
Scandinavian invaders just kept on coming. Although they were experts in the arts of pillage and
plunder, they had no knowledge of or interest in literature. In fact, most didn’t know how to read.



Therefore, they paid scant attention to the magnificent books they came across, passing them
over for more obvious riches. This fortunate quirk of history allowed the monks to preserve their
dying culture—and their immeasurably valuable work—for the benefit of future generations.After
the Vikings left, Ireland enjoyed something of a renewal in the 11th and 12th centuries. Its towns
grew, its regional kings continued to try (unsuccessfully) to unite the country under a single high
kingship, and its church came under increased pressure to conform to the Vatican’s rules. All of
these factors ripened a prosperous, factionalized Ireland for the next invasion.It was, tragically,
an Irish king who opened the door to the next predator. Diarmait Mac Murchada, king of Leinster,
whose ambition was to be king of all of Ireland, decided he could do it, with a little help. So he
called on Henry II, the Norman king of England. Diarmait offered Henry a series of incentives in
return for military aid: Not only did he bequeath his eldest daughter to whomever led the army,
but he also offered them overlordship of the Kingdom of Leinster. To put it bluntly, he made
Henry an offer he couldn’t refuse. So it was that an English expeditionary force, led by the Earl of
Pembroke, Richard de Clare—better known as Strongbow—was sent to Diarmait’s aid. After a
successful invasion, victorious Strongbow remained in Ireland as governor, and thus gave the
English their first foothold in Ireland. What Diarmait did not realize, of course, was that they
would never leave.The Norman Invasion In successive expeditions from 1167 to 1169, the
Normans, who had already conquered England, crossed the Irish Sea with crushing force.
During the next century, the Norman-English settled in, consolidating their power in new towns
and cities. Indeed, many settlers grew attached to the island and began to integrate with the
local culture. Marriages between the native Irish and the invaders became commonplace. As
time passed, the Anglo-Normans became more Irish and less English in their loyalties.
Meanwhile, independent Gaelic lords in the North and West continued to maintain their
territories.By the late 1400s, English control of the island was effectively limited to the Pale, a
walled and fortified cordon around what is now greater Dublin. (The phrase “beyond the pale”
comes from this—meaning anything that is uncontrollable or unacceptable.)English Power & the
Flight of the Earls During the reign of the Tudor monarchs in England (1485–1603), the brutal
reconquest of Ireland was set in motion. Henry VIII was the first to proclaim himself king of all
Ireland—something even his warlike ancestors had stopped short of doing—and later that
century, the claim was backed up by force. Elizabeth I, Henry’s daughter, declared that all Gaelic
lords in Ireland must surrender their lands to her, with the dubious promise that she would
immediately grant them all back again. Unsurprisingly, the proposition was hardly welcomed in
Ireland, and a rebel army was raised by Hugh O’Neill and “Red” Hugh O’Donnell, two Irish
chieftains. They scored some significant victories early on in their decade-long campaign, most
notably over a force led by the Earl of Essex, whom Elizabeth had personally sent to subdue
them. Still, by 1603 O’Neill was left with few allies and no option but to surrender, which he did
on March 23rd, the day before Elizabeth died.In 1607, after failing to win back much of their
power and prestige, around 90 of O’Neill’s allies fled to mainland Europe, hoping Spain would try
to invade again. This never happened. The “Flight of the Earls,” as it became known, marked a



crucial turning point in Irish history, as the point at which the old Gaelic aristocracy effectively
came to an end.The Coming of Cromwell By the 1640s, Ireland was effectively an English
plantation. Family estates had been seized and foreign (Scottish) labor brought in to work them.
A systematic persecution of Catholics, which began with Henry VIII’s split from Rome but did not
die with him, barred Catholics from practicing their faith. Resentment against the English and
their punitive laws led to fierce uprisings in Ulster and Leinster in 1641, and by early 1642 most
of Ireland was again under Irish control. Unfortunately for the rebels, any hope of extending the
victories was undermined by internal disunion, and then by a fatal decision to support the
Royalist side in the Civil War that had just broken out in England. After King Charles I of England
was beheaded in 1648, Oliver Cromwell, the commander of the parliamentary forces, was
installed as England’s ruler. It wasn’t long before Cromwell’s supporters took on his enemies in
Ireland. A year later, the Royalists’ stand collapsed in defeat at Rathmines, just south of
Dublin.Defeat of the Royalists did not, however, mean the end of war. Cromwell became
paranoid that Ireland would be used to launch a French-backed insurgency; he also detested the
country’s Catholic beliefs. As the hot, sticky summer of 1649 drew to a close, Cromwell set sail
for Dublin with an army of 12,000 men, and a battle plan so ruthless, it is notorious to this day.In
the town of Drogheda, more than 3,552 Irish soldiers were slaughtered in a single night. When a
group of men sought sanctuary in the local church, Cromwell ordered the church burned down
with them locked inside—an act of such monstrosity that some of his own men risked charges of
mutiny to refuse the order. On another day, in Wexford, more than 2,000 were murdered, many of
them civilians. The trail of destruction rolled on, devastating counties Galway and Waterford.
When asked where the Irish citizens could go to be safe from him, Cromwell famously
suggested they could go “to hell or Connaught”—the latter being the most far-flung, rocky, and
unfarmable part of Ireland.After a rampage that lasted 7 months, killing thousands and leaving
churches, monasteries, and castles in ruins, Cromwell finally left Ireland in the care of his
lieutenants and returned to England. Hundreds of years later, the memory of his infamous
violence lingers painfully in Ireland. In certain parts of the country, people still spit at the mention
of his name.The Anti-Catholic Laws Cromwell died in 1658, and 2 years later the English
monarchy was restored. Still, Anti-Catholic oppression continued in Ireland. Then in 1685
something remarkable happened: The new Stuart king, James II, refused to relinquish his
Catholic faith after ascending to the throne. It looked for a while as if Catholic Ireland had found a
royal ally at last. However, such hopes were dashed 3 years later, when James was ousted from
power, and the Protestant William of Orange installed in his place.James fled to France to raise
support for a rebellion, and then sailed to Ireland to launch his attack. He struck first at Derry,
laying siege for 15 weeks before finally being defeated by William’s forces at the Battle of the
Boyne. The battle effectively ended James’s cause, and with it, the hopes of Catholic Ireland for
the best part of a century.After James’s defeat, English power was once more consolidated
across Ireland. Protestant landowners were granted full political power, while laws were enacted
to tamp down the Catholic population. Being a Catholic in late-17th-century Ireland was not



exactly illegal per se, but in practice life was all but impossible for non-Protestants. Catholics
could not purchase land, and existing landholdings were split up unless the families who owned
them became Protestants. Catholic schools were banned, as were priests and all forms of public
Catholic worship. Catholics were barred from holding government office, practicing law, or
joining the army. Those who refused to relinquish their faith were forced to pay a tax to the
Anglican Church. And, since only landowners were allowed to vote, Catholics whose land had
been taken away also lost the right to vote.The new British landlords settled in, planted crops,
made laws, and sowed their own seeds. Inevitably, over time, the “Anglos” became the Anglo-
Irish. Hyphenated or not, they were Irish, and their loyalties were increasingly unpredictable.
After all, an immigrant is only an immigrant for a generation; whatever the birthright of the
colonists, their children would be Irish-born and -bred. And so a sort of stability set in for a
generation or three, albeit of a kind that was very much separate and unequal. There were the
haves, the wealthy Protestants, and the have-nots, the deprived and disenfranchised
Catholics.This unhappy peace held for some time. But by the end of the 18th century, the
appetite for rebellion was whetted again—in the coffee shops and lecture halls of Europe’s
newest boomtown: Dublin.The United Irishmen & the 1798 Rebellion By the 1770s, Dublin was
thriving as never before. As a center for culture and learning, it was rivaled only by Paris and
London; thanks to the work of such architects as James Gandon (who designed the Custom
House, p. 78, and the Four Courts, p. 79), its very streets were being remodeled in a grand,
neoclassical style that was more akin to the great cities of Italy than of southern Ireland.While
the urban classes reveled in their newfound wealth, the stringent Penal Laws that had effectively
cut off Catholic workers from their own countryside drove many of them to pour into the city,
looking for work. Alongside Dublin’s buzzing intellectual scene, political dissent soon brewed.
Even after a campaign by Irish politicians succeeded in getting many of the Penal Laws repealed
in 1783, Dublin was a breeding ground for radicals and political activists. The results were
explosive.When war broke out between Britain and France in the 1790s, the United Irishmen—a
nonviolent society formed to lobby for admission of Catholic Irishmen to the Irish Parliament—
sent a secret delegation to persuade the French to intervene on Ireland’s behalf against the
British. Their emissary in this venture was a Dublin lawyer named Wolfe Tone. In 1796 Tone
sailed with a French force bound for Ireland, determined to defeat forces loyal to the English
crown, but they were turned back by storms.In 1798, full-scale insurrection led by the United
Irishmen spread across much of Ireland, particularly the southwestern counties of Kilkenny and
Wexford, where a tiny republic was briefly declared in June. But it was soon crushed by Loyalist
forces, which then went on a murderous spree, killing tens of thousands of men, women, and
children, and burning towns to the ground. The nadir of the rebellion came when Wolfe Tone,
having raised another French invasion force, sailed into Lough Swilly in Donegal and was
promptly captured by the British. At his trial, Tone wore the uniform of a French soldier; he slit his
own throat while in prison waiting to be hung.The rebellion was over. In the space of 3 weeks,
more than 30,000 Irish had been killed. As a final indignity in what became known as “The Year



of the French,” the British tricked the Irish Parliament into dissolving itself, and Ireland reverted to
strict British rule.A Conflict of Conflicts In 1828, a Catholic lawyer named Daniel O’Connell—
who had earlier formed the Catholic Association to represent the interests of tenant farmers—
was elected to the British Parliament as Member of Parliament for Dublin. Public opinion was so
solidly behind him, he was able to persuade the British prime minister that the only way to avoid
civil war in Ireland was to force a Catholic Emancipation Act through Parliament. O’Connell
remained an MP until 1841, when he was elected Lord Mayor of Dublin, a platform he used to
push for repeal of the direct rule imposed from London after the 1798 rebellion. O’Connell
organized enormous rallies (nicknamed “monster meetings”) and provoked the conservative
government to such an extent that it eventually arrested him on charges of seditious conspiracy.
The charges were dropped, but the incident—coupled with growing impatience toward his
nonviolent approach—eroded his power base. “The Liberator,” as he had been known, faded, his
health failed, and he died on a trip to Rome.The Great Famine Even after anti-Catholic
legislation began to recede, the vast majority of farmland available to Ireland’s poor, mostly
Catholic, rural population was meager and hard to cultivate. One of the few crops that could be
grown reliably was the potato, which therefore became the staple diet of the rural poor. So when,
in 1845, a fungus destroyed much of the potato crop of Ireland, widespread devastation
followed.To label the Great Irish Famine of the 1840s and ’50s as merely a “tragedy” would be
inadequate. It was, of course, tragic—but even worse was that it was not random, not
unavoidable. The fact is that what started out as crop failure was turned into a disaster by the
callous response of the British establishment.As the potato blight worsened, it became apparent
to many landlords that their farm tenants would be unable to pay rent. Instead of helping to feed
their now-starving tenants, these landlords shipped their grain overseas, determined to recoup
what they were losing in rent. The British Parliament, meanwhile, was reluctant to send aid,
putting the reports of a crisis down to, in the words of Prime Minister Robert Peel, “the Irish
tendency to exaggerate.”People started to die by the thousands.Eventually it became clear to
the government that something had to be done. Emergency relief was sent to Ireland in the form
of cheap, imported Indian cornmeal, which contained virtually no nutrients. Malnutrition led to
the spread of diseases such as typhus and cholera, in the end claiming more victims than
starvation itself. To make matters worse, the cornmeal was not simply given to those in need of it.
Fearful that handouts would encourage laziness among the “shiftless poor,” the British
government forced people to work for their food. Pointless make-work projects were initiated,
just to give the starving men something to do for their cornmeal; roads were built that led
nowhere, and elaborate follies constructed that served no discernible purpose. Some of these
still litter the countryside, memorials to cruelty and ignorance.One of the most difficult things to
comprehend, more than a century and a half later, is the sheer futility of it all. For behind the
statistics, the memorials, and the endless personal anguish, lies perhaps the most painful truth
of all: that the Famine was easily preventable. Enormous cargoes of imported corn sat in Irish
ports for months, until the British government felt that releasing them to the people would not



adversely affect market rates. Meanwhile, huge quantities of meat and grain were exported from
Ireland. (Indeed, in 1847, cattle exports went up 33% from the previous year.)Given the
circumstances, it is easy to understand why so many chose to leave Ireland. More than a million
emigrated over the next decade, about three-quarters of them to America, the rest to Britain or
Europe. They drained the country. In 1841, Ireland’s population was 8 million; by 1851 it was 6.5
million.The Struggle for Home Rule As the Famine waned and life returned to something like
normality, the Irish independence movement gained new momentum. New fronts, both violent
and nonviolent, opened up in the struggle for what was now called Home Rule. Significantly, the
Republicans now drew considerable support from overseas—particularly from America. There,
groups such as the Fenians fundraised and published newspapers in support of the Irish cause,
while bold schemes—such as an 1866 “invasion” of Canada with fewer than 100 men—
generated awareness, if little else.Back home in Ireland, partial concessions were won in
Parliament. By the 1880s, nationalists such as Charles Stewart Parnell, the MP for Meath, were
able to unite various factions of Irish nationalists (including the Fenian Brotherhood in America)
to fight for Home Rule. In a tumultuous decade of legislation, Parnell came close to winning
Home Rule—until revelations about his long affair with Kitty O’Shea, the wife of a supporter,
brought about his downfall as a politician.By 1912, a bill to give Ireland Home Rule was passed
through the British House of Commons, but was defeated in the House of Lords. Many felt that
the political process was all but unstoppable, that it was only a matter of time before the bill
passed fully into law. Then World War I broke out in 1914, forcing the issue onto the back burner
once again. Many in the Home Rule movement began to grow tired of pursuing their goal
through legal political channels.The Easter RISING On Easter Monday 1916, a group of
nationalists occupied the General Post Office (p. 79) in the heart of Dublin, from which they
proclaimed the foundation of an Irish Republic. Inside were 1,500 fighters, led by schoolteacher
and Gaelic League member Patrick Pearse and Socialist leader James Connolly.The British
government, panicking over an armed uprising on its doorstep while it fought a massive war in
Europe, responded with overwhelming force. Soldiers were sent in, and a battle raged in the
streets of Dublin for 6 days before the leaders of the rebellion were captured and imprisoned.
(The walls of the post office and other buildings and statues up and down O’Connell Street still
have bullet holes.) Pearse, Connolly, and 12 other leaders were imprisoned, secretly tried, and
speedily executed.Ultimately, though, the harsh British reaction was counterproductive. The
ruthlessness with which the rebellion’s ringleaders were pursued and dispatched acted as a
lightning rod for many who were still on the fence about how best to gain Home Rule. It’s a fact
that has become forgotten in the ensuing hundred or so years: On that cold Monday morning
when Patrick Pearse stood on the post office steps to read a treatise on Irish independence, a
great many Irish didn’t support the rebellion. Many believed that the best course of action was to
lay low until the war had ended, when, they felt, concessions would finally be won. Others felt
that the uprising was simply the wrong thing to do, as long as sons of Ireland were sacrificing
their lives in the trenches of Europe.The aftermath of 1916 all but guaranteed, for better or for



worse, that Ireland’s future would be decided by the gun.Rebellion & COMPROMISE A power
vacuum was left at the heart of the nationalist movement after the Easter Rising, and it was filled
by two men: Michael Collins and Eamon de Valera. Collins was a Cork man who had returned
from Britain in order to join the Irish Volunteers (later to become the Irish Republican Army, or
IRA), while de Valera was an Irish-American math teacher who came back to Ireland to set up a
new political party, Sinn Féin.When de Valera’s party won a landslide victory in the general
election of 1918, its MPs took the provocative step of refusing to take their seats in London.
Instead, they proclaimed the first Dáil, or independent parliament, in Dublin. De Valera went to
rally support for the cause in America, while Collins stayed in Ireland to concentrate on his work
as head of the Irish Volunteers. Tensions escalated into violence, and for the next 2 years, Irish
nationalists fought a tit-for-tat military campaign against the British in Ireland. The low point of
the struggle came in 1920, when Collins ordered 14 British operatives to be murdered in their
beds. In response, British troops opened fire on the audience at a football game at Croke Park in
Dublin, randomly killing 12 innocent people.A truce was eventually declared on July 9, 1921. Six
months later, the Anglo-Irish treaty was signed in London, granting legislative independence to
26 Irish counties (known together as the Irish Free State). The compromise through which that
freedom was won, though, was that six counties in the north would remain part of the United
Kingdom. Sent to negotiate the treaty, Collins knew that that compromise—which he felt was the
best he could get at the time—would not be accepted by the more strident members of his rebel
group. He also knew they would blame him for agreeing to it in the first place. When he signed
the treaty he told the people present, “I am signing my own death warrant.”As Collins feared,
nationalists were split between those who accepted the treaty as a platform on which to build,
and those, led by the nationalist de Valera, who saw it as a betrayal. The latter group would
accept nothing less than immediate and full independence at any cost. Even the withdrawal of
British troops from Dublin for the first time in nearly 800 years did not quell their anger. The result
was an inexorable slide into civil war. The flashpoint came in April 1922, when violence erupted
around the streets of the capital, raging on for 8 days until de Valera’s supporters were forced to
surrender. The government of the fledgling free state ordered that Republicans be shot on sight,
leading to the deaths of 77 people. And Collins had been right about his own fate: Four months
later, he was assassinated while on a visit to his childhood home.A REPUBLIC AT LAST The
fallout from the civil war dominated Irish politics for the next decade. De Valera split from the
Republicans to form another party, Fianna Fáil (“the Warriors of Ireland”), which won the election
of 1932 and governed for 17 years. Despite his continuing dedication to the Republican ideal,
however, de Valera was not to be the one who finally declared Ireland a republic, in 1948.
Ironically, that distinction went to a coalition led by de Valera’s opponent, Douglas Hyde. Hyde’s
victory in the 1947 election was attributed to the fact that de Valera had become too obsessed
with abstract Republican ideals to govern effectively.One of the more controversial decisions
that Eamon de Valera made while in office was to stay neutral during World War II. His reasons
for this decision included Ireland’s relatively small size and economic weakness, as well as a



protest against the British presence in Northern Ireland. While that may have made sense to
some extent, it left Ireland in the peculiar position of tacitly favoring one side in the war, but
refusing to help it. After the death of Adolf Hitler in April 1945, de Valera alienated the Allies
further by sending his personal sympathies to the German ambassador. His stance didn’t find
much favor among the Irish population, either. During the war, as many as 300,000 Irish men
found ways to enlist in the British or U.S. armies. In the end, more than 50,000 Irish soldiers
perished in a war their country had refused to join.Trouble on the Way After the war, 2 decades
passed without violence in Ireland. Then, in the late 1960s, sectarian conflict erupted in the
North. What started out as a civil rights movement, demanding greater equality for Catholics
within Northern Ireland, soon escalated into a cycle of violence that lasted for 30 years.It would
be a terrible oversimplification to say that the Troubles were a clear-cut struggle between those
who wanted complete Irish unification and those who wanted to remain part of the United
Kingdom. That was, of course, the crux of the conflict. However, many other factors, such as
organized crime and terrorism, together with centuries-old conflicts over religious, land, and
social issues, make the conflict even harder for outsiders to understand.The worst of the
Troubles came in the 1970s. In 1972, British troops inexplicably opened fire on a peaceful
demonstration in Derry, killing 12 people—many of them shot while tending to the wounds of the
first people injured. The IRA took advantage of the public outrage to begin a civilian bombing
campaign on the British mainland. The cycle of violence continued inexorably for 20 years. All
the while, none of the myriad sides in the conflict would talk to each other. Finally, in the early
1990s, secret talks were opened between the British and the IRA, leading to an IRA cease-fire in
1994 (although the cease-fire held only shakily—an IRA bomb in Omagh 4 years later killed 29,
the most to die in any single incident of the Troubles).The peace process continued throughout
the 1990s, helped significantly by the mediation efforts of U.S. President Bill Clinton, who
arguably became more involved in Irish affairs than any president before him. Eventually, on
Good Friday 1998, a peace accord was finally signed in Belfast. The agreement committed all
sides to a peaceful resolution of the conflict in Northern Ireland, and reinstated self-government
for the region in a power-sharing administration. However, it stopped short of resolving the
territorial issue once and for all. In other words, Northern Ireland is still part of the U.K., and will
be for the foreseeable future.To some extent, the conflicts rage more bitterly and more divisively
than ever before. The difference is that, with notable exceptions, nowadays they are fought
through the ballot box, rather than the barrel of a gun. In 2005, the IRA fully decommissioned its
weapons, and officially dissolved itself as a paramilitary unit. Since then, there have been
wobbles—including the occasional act of violence by splinter groups that don’t want to accept
peace—but these have been very few and far between.The celtic tiger While Northern Ireland
struggled to find peace, the Republic of Ireland flourished. The 1990s brought unprecedented
wealth and prosperity to the country, thanks in part to European Union subsidies, and partly to a
thriving economy, which acquired the nickname “the Celtic Tiger” for its new global strength.
Ireland became a rich country, widely seen as one of the best places in the world to live and



work.However, that boom came crashing down after the banking crisis of 2008. The Irish
government was forced to seek financial aid from the European Union, a package worth more
than 50% of the whole economy, to save the country from bankruptcy. The op-ed pages of Irish
newspaper expressed real feelings of betrayal and a sense of opportunity lost. Things have
improved a lot since then, but the crash changed Ireland for good, as much in terms of its
character than mere economics.The past decade has been one in which Ireland has addressed
serious questions about its own identity. Certain things that once seemed indelible to Irish
society are now evolving, and the country is becoming more socially liberal. The influence of the
church, while still profound, is less keenly felt than it once was. One of the most powerful
emblems of this change came in 2015, when a referendum to allow same-sex marriage passed
by a landslide—making this the first country in the world to pass such a law through a popular
vote.Ireland in CultureLiterature Ireland holds a place in literature disproportionate to its small
size and modest population. Four writers from this tiny country have won the Nobel Prize for
literature. Inspired by the country’s unique beauty, the inequities of its political system, and its
cruel legacy of poverty and struggle, Ireland’s authors, poets, and playwrights wrote about the
Irish for the Irish, and to raise awareness in the rest of the world. No matter where you live,
you’ve probably been reading about Ireland all your life.One of the country’s best-known early
writers was satirist Jonathan Swift, who was born in Dublin in 1667. Educated at Trinity College,
he left Ireland for England in 1688 to avoid the Glorious Revolution. Though he spent much of his
adult life in London, he returned to Ireland when he was over 50 years old, at which point he
began to write his most famous works. Greatly moved by the suffering of the poor in Ireland, he
translated his anger into dark, vicious humor. His tract A Modest Proposal is widely credited with
inventing satire as we now know it. His best-known works have political undertones—even
Gulliver’s Travels is a political allegory.Best known for his novel Dracula, the novelist and theater
promoter Bram Stoker was born in Clontarf, a coastal suburb of Dublin, in 1847. As a young man
fresh out of Trinity College, he began reviewing theater productions for local newspapers, which
is how he met the actor Henry Irving. He spent much of his time promoting and working for
Irving, writing novels on the side for extra money. He spent most of his life in England, which
largely inspired his work, although it is said that St. Michan’s Church in Dublin (see p. 78), with its
ghostly crypt, and St. Mary’s in Killarney (see p. 164) helped to contribute to Dracula’s creepy
feel.Born in Dublin in 1854, Oscar Wilde was a popular and successful student at Trinity College,
winning a scholarship to continue his studies in England at Oxford. After a flamboyant time there,
he graduated with top honors and returned to Ireland, only to lose his girlfriend to Bram Stoker in
1878, after which he left Ireland forever. His writing—including the novel The Picture of Dorian
Gray, plays including The Importance of Being Earnest, and books of poetry—was often
overshadowed by his scandalous personal life. While a statue of him stands in Dublin in St.
Stephen’s Green (p. 83), his works were largely inspired by British and French writers, and he
spent most of his life abroad.George Bernard Shaw was born in Dublin in 1856 and attended
school in the city, but never went to college, as he came to loathe the organized education



system. His literary style was, therefore, self-taught, and he spent his life studying and writing.
He moved to England as a young man and lived much of his life in a village in Hertfordshire in
England. As a result, many of his works have a distinctly English feel. His plays are known both
for their sharp wit and for their sense of outrage over unfairness in society and the absurdity of
the British class system. He is the only person ever to have won both the Nobel Prize and an
Oscar (for Pygmalion).William Butler Yeats was born in Sandy Mount outside Dublin in 1865,
and attended the Metropolitan School of Art in Dublin, but his poetry and prose were heavily
inspired by County Sligo, where he spent much of his time (and where he is buried, in Drumcliffe
churchyard, p. 224). One of the leading figures of the Irish literary revival in the early–20th
century, he won the Nobel Prize in 1923.James Joyce was born in the Dublin suburb of Rathgar
in 1882 and educated at Jesuit boarding schools, and later at Trinity College. He wrote vividly—
and sometimes impenetrably—about Dublin, despite spending much of his life as an expat living
nomadically in Europe. His controversial and hugely complex novels Ulysses and Finnegan’s
Wake are his most celebrated (and least understood) works. They and his collection of short
stories, Dubliners, touch deeply on the character of the people of Dublin.The poet and
playwright Samuel Beckett was born in 1906 in the Dublin suburb of Foxrock and educated at
Trinity College. His work, however, was heavily influenced by German and French
postmodernists, and he spent much of his life abroad, even serving with the Resistance in
France during World War II. Best known for his complex absurdist play Waiting for Godot, he
won the Nobel Prize in 1969.The controversial writer, erstwhile terrorist, and all-round bon vivant
Brendan Behan was born in Dublin in 1923. Behan came by his revolutionary fervor honestly:
His father fought in the Easter Rising and his mother was a close friend of Michael Collins. When
he was 14, Behan joined Fianna Éireann, the youth organization of the IRA. An incompetent
terrorist, he was arrested on his first solo mission to blow up England’s Liverpool Docks when he
was 16 years old. His autobiographical book, Borstal Boy, describes this period in his life in
exquisite detail. His play The Quare Fellow made him an international literary star, and he would
spend the rest of his life as a jolly, hopeless alcoholic, drinking his way through London, Dublin,
and New York, better known for his quick wit and bons mots than for his plays.Among modern
Irish writers, the best known is arguably the poet Seamus Heaney. Born in 1939 near a small
town called Castledawson in Northern Ireland, he won scholarships to boarding school in Derry
and later to Queen’s University in Belfast. His years studying ancient Greek and Latin literature
and Anglo-Saxon writing heavily influenced his poetry, but all of his writing is marked by his life in
the troubled region where he grew up. His works, including The Cure at Troy (based on the
works of Sophocles), The Haw Lantern, The Government of the Tongue, and a modern
translation of Beowulf, ultimately earned him the Nobel Prize in 1995. Heaney’s death in the
summer of 2013 brought an outpouring of affection from fans across the world.Other
contemporary Irish writers include Marian Keyes (whose hugely popular novels include Lucy
Sullivan is Getting Married and This Charming Man); Roddy Doyle (The Commitments, Paddy
Clarke Ha Ha Ha); the late Maeve Binchy (A Week in Winter, Circle of Friends); and Colm Tóibín



(Brooklyn, Nora Webster).reading ListIf you want to know about Ireland and the Irish, plenty of
talented writers in and out of the country are willing to tell you.Jonathan Bardon’s A History of
Ireland in 250 Episodes is a good general introduction to Irish history. The book is broken up into
250 short chapters—learned without being too dense, and a very useful primer.To understand
more about the Famine, try the British author Cecil Woodham-Smith’s The Great Hunger. Written
in 1962, it’s still viewed as the definitive, dispassionate examination of this dark period in Irish
history.The author Tim Pat Coogan, son of an IRA volunteer, has written two excellent books,
The Irish Civil War (2001) and The Troubles: Ireland’s Ordeal 1966–1996 (1997), both of which
are essential reading for anyone wanting to understand the complexities of 21st-century Ireland.
He also wrote a controversial biography, Eamon de Valera, criticizing the former Irish president’s
actions and legacy.For a look at Ireland in recent history, try John Ardagh’s Ireland and the Irish
(1995) or F. S. Lyons’s Ireland Since the Famine (1973).The late Dublin-born journalist Nuala
O’Faolain wrote two top-selling memoirs, Are You Somebody? (1996) and Almost There (2003),
which give the reader an insider’s view of living and growing up in modern Ireland.The late Irish-
born American writer Frank McCourt earned acclaim and won the Pulitzer Prize for Angela’s
Ashes (1996), his grim memoir of a childhood spent partly in Limerick and partly in Brooklyn.
The book is very controversial in Ireland, however; many in Limerick claim it is not an accurate
representation of the city during that time.Film Many controversial, complex, and difficult Irish
subjects have been tackled by an international array of directors and actors.The Commitments
(directed by Alan Parker, 1991) may be the most famous Irish musical ever made. With its cast of
young, largely inexperienced Irish actors playing musicians dedicated to American soul music,
it’s a delightful piece of filmmaking.Michael Collins (directed by Neil Jordan, 1996) is a fine
biopic about the Irish rebel, filmed largely on location and starring the Irish actor Liam
Neeson.Veronica Guerin (directed by Joel Schumacher, 2003) is a dark, fact-based film (with
the Australian actress Cate Blanchett doing an excellent Irish accent) about a troubled Irish
investigative reporter on the trail of a drug boss.Intermission (directed by Jim Crowley, 2003) is a
lively urban romance filmed on location in Dublin, featuring the Irish actor Colin Farrell (talking in
his real accent for a change). A great look at Dublin in the middle of its economic boom.The
Wind that Shakes the Barley (directed by Ken Loach, 2006), with a mostly Irish cast and English
director, won the Palme d’Or at Cannes for its depiction of Ireland’s early-20th-century fight for
independence.Once (directed by John Carney, 2007) is a touching, Oscar-nominated portrait of
two struggling young musicians—an Irish singer (played by the Irish actor/musician Glen
Hansard) and a Czech piano player trying to make it big in Dublin. The film was subsequently
turned into a hit stage musical.The controversial drama Calvary (directed by John Michael
McDonagh, 2014) is about a small-town priest who receives a death threat from one of his
parishioners, leading him to discover dark truths about his community.Brooklyn (directed by
John Crowley, 2015) is an incredibly touching drama about a young Irish woman who emigrates
to New York in the 1950s. The film, adapted from Colm Tóibín’s novel, was nominated for a Best
Picture Oscar.Although it’s set in Scandinavia and England, the rip-roaringly good History



Channel drama series Vikings is almost entirely shot in Ireland. The stunning scenery is a great
way to whet your appetite for exploring the Irish countryside.Music Music is inescapable in
Ireland, and if you hear a band play in a bar and you like them, we strongly advise you to buy a
CD from them.In the days of Internet radio, the best way to discover new sounds is to tune in to
Irish radio stations online. An excellent list of stations that stream live (including links) can be
found at . Good places to start are the stations run by RTÉ, the national broadcaster, particularly
the music and entertainment-oriented 2FM (/2fm); Today FM (), a national station that’s
extremely popular with a young demographic; and TXFM (), a Dublin-based station that
specializes in the latest indie and alternative sounds.Some cool, quintessentially Irish names to
check out, both in and out of the mainstream: Damien Rice, who has risen to huge chart
success over the past decade; Lisa Hannigan, a singer-songwriter with a line of infectiously
romantic indie-pop; Hozier, a singer-songwriter from County Wicklow, who has been making
waves globally since 2014; Burnt Out, an angsty, artsy pair of indie-punk influenced artists
whose work is deeply rooted in the working class culture of Dublin; rapper Jafaris, part of an
interesting new wave of Irish hip-hop artists; Lyra, a Cork native whose music has drawn
comparison to artists such as Enya and Kate Bush; Soak, an absurdly talented young Derry
native who has been wowing the music world with her simple but enchantingly beautiful ballads;
and Eden, an up-and-coming electronic music producer and songwriter, who burst onto the
international scene in 2016 and has been selling out venues around the world.Obviously,
traditional music is still alive and well in Ireland, particularly in close association with Irish step
dancing. The folk culture is primarily found outside of Dublin, although some pubs in the city do
still showcase traditional music. The coastal village of Doolin, in County Clare (see p. 186), is
well known for its concentration of pubs featuring traditional Irish music, but the city of Cork also
has a number of lively music pubs (see p. 131), as does the town of Ballyshannon in County
Donegal (see p. 226). Local pubs in small towns almost always can be counted on to host Irish
music and sometimes dancing, too.Social MediaUsers of social media, particularly Twitter, can
absorb a sense of what modern-day Ireland is really like through the tweets of journalists,
thinkers, and just ordinary folk with something to say. Good Irish accounts include Frank
Fitzgibbon (), editor of the Irish Sunday Times; Niall Horan (), the Irish singer in the band One
Direction; the delightful and funny author Marian Keyes (); Colm Tóibín (), a writer with bone-dry
wit who just happens to share the name of a famous author; Panti Bliss (), a Dublin drag queen
and activist; Amy Huberman (), an actress who describes herself as “10% exhausted, 10%
feared, and 80% chocolate”; and radio host Louise McSharry (), known for discovering some of
the hottest talents in Irish music.Eating & Drinking in IrelandRestaurantsRestaurants in Ireland
have become surprisingly expensive in recent years, and even with the economic crash, the cost
of eating out here is still well above the European average. On the plus side, Ireland’s
restaurants are varied and interesting—settings range from old-world hotel dining rooms,
country mansions, and castles to sky-lit terraces, shop-front bistros, riverside cottages, thatched-
roof pubs, and converted houses. Lately, appreciation has grown for creative cooking here, with



an emphasis on locally grown produce and meat.Before you book a table, here are a few things
you should know.Reservations Except for self-service eateries, informal cafes, and some
popular seafood spots, most restaurants encourage reservations; most expensive restaurants
require them. In the most popular places, Friday and Saturday nights are often booked up a
week or more in advance, so have a few options in mind if you’re booking at the last
minute.Prices Meal prices at restaurants include national sales taxes (universally referred to as
“VAT,” which stands for Value Added Tax), at the rate of 13.5% in the Republic of Ireland and
20% in Northern Ireland.TIPPING Many restaurants include the tip as a 10% to 15% service
charge added automatically to the bill (it’s usually listed at the bottom, just before the bill’s total).
When no service charge is added, tip around 12% or so, depending on the quality of the service.
But do check your bill, as some unscrupulous restaurants do not make the service charge
obvious, hoping you’ll tip twice.PubsThe pub continues to be a mainstay of Irish social life. Every
city, town, and hamlet has a pub. Most people have a “local”—a favorite pub near home—where
they go for a drink and some conversation with neighbors, family, and friends. Pubs are more
about socializing than drinking; many people you see in the pub are just having a soft drink.PUB
FOOD Pub food is usually a lot better than its name suggests; the menu likely will include a mix
of sandwiches and traditional Irish food, including stews and meat pies. In recent years, many
pubs have converted or expanded into restaurants, serving excellent, unpretentious meals at
(somewhat) reasonable prices. Check the menu before you sit down at a table (most places post
them by their doors).Pub Hours Pubs in the Republic set their own hours, although closing
times are bound by the type of alcohol license they have. Those with a regular license must shut
by 11:30pm, or 12:30am on Saturday; those with late licenses can stay open until 2:30am, or
2am on Sunday. Northern Ireland is governed by different laws: On Friday and Saturday nights,
many pubs stay open until midnight or 1am, a few even later, particularly in large towns and
cities.“Closing time” is actually the time when the barmen must stop serving alcohol, so expect
to hear a shout for “Last orders!” or, occasionally, the marvelous if antiquated “Time, gentlemen,
please!” Anyone who wants to order his or her last drink does so at that point. The pubs don’t
actually shut their doors for another 20 to 30 minutes. When the time comes to really close,
bartenders shout “Time to leave!” lights are turned up, and people make their way to the
doors.3Suggested ItinerariesIreland is such a small island that you can cover a lot of ground in a
week and feel quite at home within two. Even with the best of intentions and all the energy in the
world, you’ll never see it all on a short visit. However, with a few long days and a savvy attitude, it
is possible to see a sizable chunk of the island in just a week. The suggested itineraries in this
chapter will help you get the most out of this extraordinary and varied country—no matter how
long you have to see it.How to See IrelandLet’s get one thing straight: You don’t have to rent a
car to see Ireland. If you want to see some of the major towns and cities, and those parts of the
countryside that can easily be reached on tours or public transport, then don’t bother renting a
car. However, if your ideal Ireland involves wandering through the countryside, visiting small
villages, climbing castle walls, hailing history from a ruined abbey, or finding yourself alone on a



rocky beach, you effectively cannot do those things independently without a car. Out of the main
towns, public transportation exists, but it’s slow and limiting. Every major town has car-rental
agencies, if you decide to explore by car.Just remember: They drive on the left.The next step is
deciding where to start. If you’re flying into Shannon Airport, then it makes sense to start out on
the west coast. If you’re flying into Dublin, you might as well explore that city first, then either
head up to the north and the ruggedly beautiful Antrim coast, or south down to the Wicklow
Mountains, Kilkenny, and the rolling green hills of Wexford and Waterford. Still, if you fly into
Dublin but your heart is in Galway, no worries: You can easily traverse the width of the country in
a few hours (once you get out of the Dublin sprawl).So taking all of these factors into
consideration, the question remains: What do you most want to see? We can’t answer that
question for you, but we can give you some themed itineraries that we have used ourselves. All
of these tours (bar one) assume you have a week to see the country. Where there’s potential for
a longer trip, we’ve given suggestions for extending your stay. Pick and choose what appeals to
you, add in your own favorite shopping or scenic drives, and turn it all into a custom-made
holiday.The Regions in BriefThe island of Ireland is divided into two political units: the Republic
of Ireland, which makes up the vast majority of the country, and Northern Ireland, which along
with England, Scotland, and Wales is part of the United Kingdom. Of Ireland’s 32 counties, all
but 6 are in the Republic.The ancient Gaelic regions that once divided Ireland are still used in
conversation and directions: Ulster is north; Munster is south; Leinster is east; and Connaught is
west. Each region is divided into counties:In Ulster (to the north) Cavan, Donegal, and
Monaghan in the Republic; Antrim, Armagh, Derry, Down, Fermanagh, and Tyrone in Northern
IrelandIn Munster (to the south) Clare, Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary, and WaterfordIn
Leinster (to the east) Dublin, Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny, Laois, Longford, Louth, Meath, Offaly,
Westmeath, Wexford, and WicklowIn Connaught (to the west) Sligo, Mayo, Galway,
Roscommon, and LeitrimDublin & Environs With 40% of the Republic’s population living within
97km (60 miles) of Dublin, the capital is the center of the profound, high-speed changes that
have transformed Ireland into a prosperous and increasingly European country. Within an hour’s
drive of Dublin are Dalkey, Dún Laoghaire, and many more engaging coastal towns, as well as
the rural beauty of the Wicklow Mountains and the prehistoric ruins in County Meath.The
Southeast The southeast offers sandy beaches, Wexford’s lush and mountainous countryside,
Waterford’s famous crystal factory, Kilkenny and Cahir’s ancient castles, the Rock of Cashel,
and the Irish National Heritage Park at Ferrycarrig.Cork & Environs Cork, Ireland’s second-
largest city, is a buzzy university town and a congenial gateway to the south and west of the
island. Within arm’s reach are Blarney Castle (and its famous stone), the culinary and scenic
delights of Kinsale, the Drombeg Stone Circle, Cape Clear Island, and Mizen Head.The
Southwest The once remote splendor of County Kerry has long ceased to be a secret, so at
least during the high season, be prepared to share the view. The Ring of Kerry encircling the
Iveragh Peninsula is the most visited attraction in Ireland after the Book of Kells. (That’s both a
recommendation and a warning.) Other highlights include the rugged Dingle Peninsula and two



sets of islands with intriguing histories: the Skelligs and the Blaskets.The West The west of
Ireland offers a first taste of Ireland’s wild beauty and striking diversity. County Clare has an array
of impressive castles—Knappogue, Bunratty, and (just over the county line in Galway) Dunguaire
—and unforgettable natural offerings, particularly the unique landscapes of the Burren.Galway &
Environs Galway Town is busy, colorful, and funky—a youthful, prospering port and university
city and the self-proclaimed arts capital of Ireland with theater, music, dance, and an exciting
street life. County Galway is the gateway to Connemara’s moody, magical landscapes, while
offshore lie the mysterious, desolate Aran Islands, Inishmore, Inishmaan, and Inisheer.The
Northwest Farther up the west coast to the north, County Mayo is the home of the sweet
Bayfront town of Westpor, plus the dramatic cliffs and beaches of Achill Island. County Sligo,
which inspired the poetry of W. B. Yeats, has many megalithic sites such as Carrowmore,
Knocknarea, and Carrowkeel.Northern Ireland Across the border, Northern Ireland’s six
counties are still one of the less touristed parts of the island. Here you’ll find the stunning Antrim
coast, the extraordinary basalt columns of the Giant’s Causeway, and the Glens of Antrim. The
old city walls of Derry and Belfast’s elaborate political murals make a trip across the border well
worthwhile.The Best of Ireland in 1 WeekThere’s something terribly romantic about flying into
Dublin. The compact, laid-back city awaits a few miles down the road, packed with old-fashioned
pubs, modern restaurants, and absorbing sights all laid out for walking. If you’ve never been
here, a couple of days in Dublin make for a quick primer on Ireland. You can give the surface of
the city a good brush in a couple of days, and then head south to Kilkenny and Wicklow, on to
Waterford, Cork, and Kerry, and up to Clare for a quick glance before the clock runs out. It is only
hitting the high points but, as high points go, they’re hard to beat.Days 1 & 2: Arrive in DublinIf
you’re arriving from North America, you start with an advantage: Most flights arrive early in the
morning, which effectively gives you an extra day’s sightseeing. Check into your hotel, say yes to
any tea and scones offered, take a minute to relax, get a map from your concierge, and then
head out on foot.Stay south of the River Liffey and head down Dame Street to Dublin Castle
(p. 79), home of the magical Chester Beatty Library (p. 67) with its vast collection of gorgeous
illuminated manuscripts. Later, take in St. Patrick’s Cathedral (p. 72) and the vibrant green
quadrangles of Trinity College (p. 73), before heading down to Merrion Square, with its
handsome granite architecture and two of the main sites of Ireland’s National Museum (a third is
on the city’s west side). The Archaeology museum has an extraordinary hoard of ancient gold,
while the recently refurbished Natural History building contains an array of objects from the
ancient past. It’s a short stroll from here down to St. Stephen’s Green, where you can rest your
feet and enjoy the floral view. Then stroll up Grafton Street for some shopping before collapsing
in your hotel.On Day 2, have a hearty breakfast in your hotel before striking out for the trendy
cultural hub of Temple Bar. Stroll north to the river, then take a right and walk along the noisy,
vibrant waterfront to the landmark arc of the Ha’penny Bridge. Walk across and head east on
O’Connell Street, where you can walk past its many statues to the bullet-ridden columns of the
General Post Office (p. 79), site of the 1916 Easter Rising. After exploring its displays, head



farther up O’Connell Street to the Dublin Writers Museum (p. 67), which bookish types love for
its extensive display of memorabilia. Let someone else do the work in the evening, either on a
walking tour—such as the Irish Music Pub Crawl (p. 80), perhaps—or some good-natured
scares aboard the Dublin Ghost Bus (p. 84) or Castle Dracula (p. 87). Those in search of less
organized fun may prefer the atmospheric Evening of Food, Folklore & Fairies (p. 88).Day 3:
South to Wicklow & KilkennyIt takes less than 2 hours to drive from the hustle and traffic of
Dublin to the peace and quiet of the Wicklow Mountains (p. 104). Drive through the town of
Enniskerry to the great estate of Powerscourt (p. 103) on the south end of the village. After
lunching in its Avoca Café, head on to Glendalough (p. 102) and feel your soul relax in the
pastoral mountain setting of this ancient monastic retreat. From there, drive on to the colorful
town of Kilkenny where you can spend the rest of the day shopping in its pottery and crafts
shops and exploring noble Kilkenny Castle (p. 122). This is a good place to spend your first night
outside of Dublin.Day 4: West to Waterford & CorkWaterford, Ireland’s oldest city, is less than an
hour south of Kilkenny, so you’ll be able to get there with plenty of time to fit in a half day’s
sightseeing. Have a quick look around some or all of the Waterford Treasures museums (p. 115)
before dropping in for a tour of the House of Waterford Crystal. After lunch, you have a choice—
either head to Cork, Ireland’s busy second city, or Kinsale, a smaller, quieter harbor town (see
chapter 7). Both have plenty to keep you busy for the rest of the day and make a good base for
the night. But they’re very different places, so choose whether you want a bustling or peaceful
experience.Days 5 & 6: The Ring of KerryIf you’re not allergic to touristy things, you could stop at
Blarney Castle (p. 134) on your way out of Cork in the morning; otherwise, go on to County Kerry
at the southwest tip of the island. Here, the most popular place to explore—and one of the
busiest tourist spots in Ireland—is the Ring of Kerry (see “The Ring of Kerry” in chapter 8). It is a
beautiful drive, but crowded with tourist buses. If you brave the masses, you’ll see extraordinary
countryside filled with historic sites and tiny villages.If it’s quiet you’re after, head for the short
section of the Ring that runs from lovely Kenmare (p. 164) to the bucolic peace of Killarney
National Park (p. 161). Here you can indulge in a buggy ride around the lake.Day 7: County
ClareTime is short now, so you’ll only get a taste of County Clare. (Make yourself a promise to
return.) Head for the perilously tall (and way too popular) Cliffs of Moher (p. 184), where the view
seems to stretch all the way to America. Then you’ve a choice: Spend the rest of the day
exploring Bunratty Castle (p. 183)—where medieval fortress meets historical theme park—or
marveling at the otherworldly landscape of the Burren (see chapter 9), with the R480 road
winding its way through the extraordinary limestone landscape. What a way to end your trip!The
Best of Ireland in 2 WeeksWith 2 weeks, your visit to Ireland will be much more relaxed. You can
stretch out a bit more in your travels, heading to less crowded counties with more time to meet
the locals. In your second week, head up to Galway, Mayo, and Donegal, taking time to smell the
heather along the way.Days 1–7Follow “The Best of Ireland in 1 Week” itinerary, as outlined
above.Day 8: The BurrenAfter spending Day 7 exploring Clare, you’ll discover that you need
more time to really get the most out of this big, varied place. If you didn’t make it to the Burren,



spend most of your day here. Otherwise, you could visit another of the county’s great medieval
buildings such as Knappogue Castle (p. 187) or the exquisite ruins of Corcomroe Abbey (p. 185).
In a different vein, lovers of live music will want to spend the evening in Doolin (p. 186). It’s one of
the very best places in the country to catch proper traditional music.Days 9 & 10: County
GalwayStart the day with a drive up from Clare to Galway City (it will take around an hour). You
could spend a relaxing day walking the delightful streets of this artsy, vibrant town, take a cruise
out to the misty Aran Islands (see “The Aran Islands,” p. 203), or, if you’ve got kids to keep
amused, take them to the fabulous Galway Atlantaquaria (p. 202). Use the following day to
explore Connemara National Park (p. 207). If it’s time to get out from behind the wheel, you can
see this lovely park by horseback (p. 209). You could either head back to Galway City for a
second night or pick a B&B in the countryside.Day 11: County MayoDrive up from Galway
through the spectacular scenery of Mayo, where the rocky shoreline plunges into the cobalt sea.
Head to the south Mayo town of Westport, a delightful, peaceful place to wander. Depending on
whether or not you have a family to entertain, you could either spend a couple of hours at
Westport House and Pirate Adventure Park (p. 221) or visit the National Museum of Ireland:
Country Life (p. 221) near Castlebar. Ancient history buffs may want to press ahead to County
Sligo at this point (see below), but if it’s a quiet retreat you’re after, drive across the strangely
empty flatlands to Achill Island (p. 222). The route along the coast and across the bridge to the
island is slow and windy, but the views are fantastic. If you do make it out to Achill, consider an
overnight stay at the Bervie (p. 212), where the sea is right outside the door.Day 12: County
SligoDepending on where you stayed last night, you may be in for a long drive, so start early.
Sligo Town (p. 222) has a few worthwhile attractions, but mostly it will be useful as a stop for
lunch. The real reason to come this far lies in the surrounding countryside. There is an
astonishing concentration of ancient burial sites here, including Carrowkeel and Carrowmore,
which contains the world’s oldest piece of freestanding architecture. Our favorite place to stay
the night in these parts is the extraordinary Temple House (p. 214).Day 13: BelfastThe day
begins with a long drive across country, but your reward is Ireland’s second-largest city—Belfast,
the vibrant capital of Northern Ireland. Recover from the drive with a hearty lunch at one of the
city’s many fine pubs, before taking a whistle-stop tour of what this energetic town has to offer:
the gleaming new Titanic Belfast (p. 241) and the other attractions around the marvelously
regenerated docklands; the Ulster Museum (p. 243); or maybe just a no-pressure browse around
St. George’s Market (p. 246). In the evening, be sure to drop in for a pint at what may very well be
Ireland’s most handsome pub—the beautiful Crown Liquor Saloon (p. 240).Day 14: Heading
HomeIf you’ve managed to book yourself a flight home from Belfast, well done! Your day just got
a whole lot easier. Rise early and spend the morning hearing about the city’s fascinating recent
past on one of the excellent Black Taxi Tours (p. 239). If you need to head back to Dublin for an
evening flight, the drive should only take a couple of hours—so you might just be able to
squeeze in some last-minute sightseeing on the way. Some of Ireland’s finest ancient sites, such
as Newgrange (p. 99) and Knowth (p. 99), lie just north of the capital—virtually en route to the



airport!Ireland for Free or Dirt CheapIreland is no longer a cheap country to visit, and hasn’t
been for some time. The economic crash of the late 2000s and early 2010s drove prices down a
bit, but hotels and restaurants are still pricey. Still, here’s the good news: You can visit a lot of
great sites for free in Ireland, including some of the country’s biggest tourist attractions. Book
your accommodations early and wisely to keep lodging costs reasonable; there are plenty of
inexpensive B&Bs listed in this book for all of these cities. You can also save money by sticking
mainly to places that can be reached by public transport, thus eliminating car rental costs—
every place we list is easily accessible by train or bus. (For train and bus timetables, go to and .)
See “Saving Money on Trains & Buses” below for ways to save even more on those fares.We
start this tour in Northern Ireland (maybe you got a great deal on a flight to Belfast!), one of the
more budget-friendly regions.Day 1: BelfastBelfast is rich with free attractions—here are just a
few. The excellent Ulster Museum (p. 243) displays artifacts from across 9,000 years of Irish
history. Right next door is the Belfast Botanic Gardens & Palm House (p. 239), only a short walk
from the campus of Queen’s University (p. 246). Belfast City Hall (p. 245) runs free guided tours.
The Victorian landmark Belfast Cathedral (p. 244) is also free, as is tranquil Cave Hill Country
Park (p. 244), with its walking trails and incredible city views. Last but not least, because Belfast
is still most famous for the sectarian strife of the mid– to late–20th century, a highlight of your
visit may be viewing the political murals in what was once the epicenter of the conflict, the Falls
and Shankill roads areas (p. 240), neighborhoods that are now safe for visitors to explore. To get
the most out of them, however, you may want to spend some of that cash you’ve saved so far on
a Black Taxi Tour (p. 239).Catch a train from Belfast to Dublin (Connolly Station). Time: 2 hr. 10
min. Fares start at about €22 for adults.Saving Money on trains & busesThe cost of rail travel can
quickly mount up, but there are ways to save money. Whenever you can, book in advance. The
sample fares quoted in this itinerary are all pre-booked prices; walk-up fares can be higher. The
downside of pre-booking is that you have to specify travel times—but Irish Rail has a handy
policy of letting you upgrade a pre-booked ticket into something more flexible for just €10.If
you’re going to be spending a lot of time on public transportation, you should also strongly
consider buying a money-saving pass. Eurail Pass is good for travel on trains, Expressway
coaches, and the Irish Continental Lines ferries between France and Ireland. They cost from
€159 for a 3-day pass to €296 for an 8-day pass. (Days can be non-consecutive, so long as
they’re all used within a month.) Youth passes (ages 16–25), family, and first-class passes are
also available. The passes are valid throughout Ireland (including Northern Ireland). You can also
buy Eurail passes that are good for travel in up to 28 European nations. One piece of advice: To
guarantee a space, you should make seat reservations, which may cost a few extra euro each
time in booking fees. For details, visit . Eurail passes can also be purchased from Railpass (;
877/375-7245 in the U.S.), STA Travel (; 800/781-4040 in the U.S.), and other travel
agents.Note that if you’re a resident of the European Union, you’re not eligible for a Eurail Pass—
you’ll have to apply instead for its Europeans-only equivalent, the Interrail Pass–see for
details.Days 2 & 3: DublinIreland’s capital is also the number one destination in the country for



free sites. The Chester Beatty Library (p. 67) is, for our money, one of the best museums in
Europe. Its collection of illuminated manuscripts and rare books would justify a steep entrance
fee, but it won’t cost you a cent. Three of the four museums constituting the National Museum of
Ireland are in Dublin—Archaeology, Natural History, and Decorative Arts and History—and all
are free. Each contains some incredible treasures. All of Dublin’s best major art galleries are
free, including the National Gallery of Ireland (p. 71), the Irish Museum of Modern Art (p. 75), the
Temple Bar Gallery (p. 77), and the excellent Hugh Lane Gallery (p. 70). Many of Dublin’s historic
public buildings, such as the Bank of Ireland/Parliament House (p. 82) and the Four Courts
(p. 79), don’t charge admission. You can walk right into the General Post Office on O’Connell
Street (p. 79), which is still a working post office, to see exhibits devoted to the Easter Rising.
There’s no charge to tour the President’s House (Áras an Uachtaráin, p. 81) in Phoenix Park
(alas, open only on Saturdays). Add to this the great public spaces of Phoenix Park (p. 82), St.
Stephen’s Green (p. 83), and Trinity College (p. 73), and you’ll find it possible to spend a full 2
days here without spending a penny on sightseeing.Catch a train from Dublin (Heuston Station)
to Galway. Time: 2 hr. 40 min. Fares start at about €33 for adults.Day 4: GalwayIreland’s artsy,
seductive west coast city offers plenty of free pursuits. The Galway Arts Centre (p. 202) usually
has good exhibitions, and you can often score cheap tickets for performances. The Galway City
Museum (p. 204) has a fine collection of artifacts from the medieval period onward. St. Nicholas’
Collegiate Church (p. 205), the city’s oldest church, contains a 12th-century crusader’s tomb and
other extraordinary historic pieces. And it costs nothing to simply wander the streets of Galway
City’s central medieval district, a tiny, twisty area with lots of photogenic corners.Catch a bus
from Galway Bus Station to Cork (Parnell Place Bus Station). Time: 31⁄2 hr. with one change, or 4
hr. 20 min. direct. Fares start at about €27 for adults.Day 5: Galway to CorkBusy, youthful Cork
City doesn’t have many free historic attractions, but if you’re up for a dose of culture, you’ll find
plenty to do without paying a cent. Stop by the Old English Market (p. 137) for a browse and a
cheap lunch, then head to the Crawford Art Gallery (p. 136)—it’s one of the very best in Ireland
and completely free. You’ll find more excellent free art at the Lewis Glucksman Gallery (p. 138)
on the campus of University College Cork. In the evening, check out Cork’s exceptional pubs,
among the best in the country for traditional music (see “A Tuneful Pint” on p. 131).Catch a train
from Cork to Killarney. Most change at Mallow. Time: 1 hr. 20 min. direct, or 2 hr. with change.
Fares start at about €29 for adults.Day 6: Cork to KillarneyIt’s not exactly difficult to reach
Killarney National Park (p. 161) from Killarney town; just walk toward the cathedral and turn left.
This 65-sq.-km (25-sq.-mile) expanse of forest, lakes, and mountains is crisscrossed with nature
trails, plus more challenging routes for serious hikers. Formerly the grounds of a great mansion,
the Knockreer Estate (p. 162) still has lovely gardens and beautiful views. Free sites in Killarney
Town itself include the rather grand neo-Gothic St. Mary’s Cathedral.Catch a train from Killarney
to Dublin—again, nearly all change at Mallow. Time: 31⁄2 hr. Fares start at about €44 for
adults.Day 7: Homeward Bound . . .Assuming your airline will let you fly out of Dublin, an early-
ish train back to the capital should allow you some time to pick up any of the free sites you didn’t



cover earlier. Otherwise, you’ll have to catch a train from Killarney to Belfast for your flight home
(about 71⁄2 hr. with up to three changes; fares from Killarney start at about €38 adults). And that’s
it! You’ve done a fair bit of Ireland without breaking the bank.Ireland for FamiliesTraveling with
children is always an adventure, but luckily, Ireland—with its open countryside, farm hotels, and
castles—is a fairy-tale playground for kids. Most restaurants, sights, and even pubs (during the
day) welcome children. The best part of the country for those traveling with kids is arguably Cork
and Kerry, where everything seems geared for families. Here’s a sample trip.Days 1 & 2:
DublinThe sprawling greens of Phoenix Park (p. 82) are a great place for little ones to let off
steam (it’s the best place in the city for a picnic too, if the weather’s good), and within the park,
Dublin Zoo (p. 83) caters well to youngsters. Inquisitive young minds will be inspired by the
cabinets of curiosity at the National Museum of Ireland: Natural History (p. 72), and have their
interest piqued by Number Twenty-Nine: Georgian House Museum (p. 76), a house kept exactly
as it was at the turn of the 19th century. Guides at the Little Museum of Dublin (p. 75) do a great
job of putting the lives of ordinary Dubliners into context for younger visitors. For something a
little flashier, try a Viking Splash Tour (p. 84), a historical whirl around the city in a World War II
amphibious vehicle, complete with headlong splash into the River Liffey. Kids with a taste for the
ghoulish may enjoy the creepy crypts at St. Michan’s Church (p. 78); even younger kids are likely
to love an evening aboard the Dublin Ghost Bus (p. 84).Day 3: County CorkOkay, so it’s not
exactly untouched by the tourism fairy, but kids find plenty to love about Blarney Castle (p. 134),
just outside Cork City. They can kiss the famous stone if they don’t mind an attendant holding
them upside down. A few miles away, the Fota Island & Wildlife Park (p. 143) is a well-designed
zoo where a number of the more docile animals roam among the visitors.Days 4 & 5: County
KerryKerry is probably Ireland’s most kid-friendly county. On the Dingle Peninsula, Fungie, star
of the Dingle Dolphin Boat Tours (p. 170), has been entertaining kids and grown-ups for the past
30 years. An underground tour of atmospheric Crag Cave (p. 173) is a surefire winner, with its
Crazy Cave adventure playground a bonus. On the Iveragh Peninsula, Seafari cruises and seal-
watching trips (p. 165) teach kids about conservation issues by visiting the underwater residents
of Kenmare Bay. Blueberry Hill Farm (p. 168), in Sneem, is a working farm where kids can milk
cows, make butter, and take part in a treasure hunt. And don’t overlook Killarney National Park
(p. 161)—what kid could resist a ride around mountains and lakes in an old-fashioned horse-
drawn “jarvey”?Day 6: Bunratty Folk ParkYou could spend most of the day at Bunratty Castle &
Folk Park (p. 183), an attraction that combines a fine medieval castle with a brilliant recreation of
a 19th-century village, complete with costumed actors strolling down the street, chatting to
passersby, plying their trades, and working in the shops. Bunratty also hosts a hugely popular
Medieval Banquet. It’s surprisingly good fun; book an early-evening sitting to suit young
bedtimes.Day 7: Heading HomeIf you have time before your flight, drive through the otherworldly
landscape of the Burren (p. 183), where you can explore awesome dolmens and other ancient
sites, as well as the Burren Birds of Prey Centre at Aillwee Cave (p. 182), an aviary full of
buzzards, falcons, eagles, and owls in flight.Beyond a Week . . .If you have more than a week to



spend, there are plenty of standout attractions for kids to be found farther north. Around Galway
City, there’s the state-of-the-art Atlantaquaria aquarium (p. 202), plus the thrill of pony trekking
across windswept Connemara National Park (p. 207). In County Mayo, Westport House and
Pirate Adventure Park (p. 221) deliver high-activity fun; young girls in particular may love learning
about the region’s real-life pirate Grace O’Malley (p. 220).If you’re going as far as Belfast,
attractions in the Titanic Quarter have lots of kid appeal—try the hands-on science center, W5
(p. 246), and the innovative Titanic Belfast museum (p. 241). The nearby Antrim coast drive
(p. 254) has two highlights children will adore: the perilous (but fun) Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge
(p. 255) and the awe-inspiring alien shapes of the Giant’s Causeway (p. 256).Ireland Off the
Beaten PathWe start this tour in Belfast, a city in the midst of immense transformation since the
1998 Good Friday Agreement finally established a detente in Northern Ireland. Tourism here has
steadily increased over the last decade, but the crowds have yet to arrive; you can still visit a
spectacular sight such as the Giant’s Causeway and be alone with nature. The tour then heads
west to Sligo’s prehistoric sites, then south to tranquil Achill Island off the County Mayo
coast.Days 1 & 2: BelfastNorthern Ireland’s capital—and the Irish island’s second largest city—is
a historic, vibrant town. Start with a visit to the Ulster Museum (p. 243), explore some of the city’s
more recent past with a Black Taxi Tour (p. 239), then get a high-tech dose of history at some of
the Titanic Quarter museums, such as the immense Titanic Belfast (p. 241). Browse around the
Belfast Botanic Gardens & Palm House (p. 239) and Queen’s University (p. 246), then dive into
the city’s busy shopping districts. Round off the day with a pint at a historic pub like the Crown
Liquor Saloon (p. 240) and a meal at one of Belfast’s growing number of world-class
restaurants.Day 3: County AntrimThe Antrim coast road is one of Ireland’s great coastal drives—
and one of the least spoiled. Start in Carrickfergus, with a brief stop to look around its medieval
castle (p. 247), before heading north along the coast road. For the best views (all the way to
Scotland on a clear day), take the Torr Head Scenic Road (p. 256), located just after the village
of Cushendun (p. 255). The Antrim coast’s most remarkable asset is the Giant’s Causeway
(p. 256), an uncanny natural rock formation comprised of thousands of basalt columns. You
could do the drive in about 2 hours, but allow considerably longer than that to enjoy the sights.
Either stay the night along the coast or go straight on to Derry, about an hour past the Giant’s
Causeway.Day 4: Derry to SligoStraddling the border between Northern Ireland and the
Republic, this vibrant town was synonymous with political strife. Although it’s peaceful these
days, it’s still a divided place—the residents can’t even agree on what to call it. Road signs from
the Republic point to Derry; those in the North point to Londonderry. How can a place like that
not be full of character and history? Check out the award-winning Tower Museum (p. 262) and
the Gothic, 17th-century Cathedral of St. Columb (p. 262) before recharging for a long drive to
County Sligo in the afternoon.Day 5: County SligoNestled within Sligo’s gentle, verdant hills are
some dramatic archaeological sites. Within a short drive from Sligo Town are two of the most
incredible: Carrowkeel Passage Tomb Cemetery (p. 223) packed with 14 cairns, dolmens, and
stone circles, and the impossibly ancient Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery (p. 223), which



contains a tomb thought to be the world’s earliest known piece of freestanding stone
architecture.Day 6: Sligo to Achill IslandA wild and beautiful place of unspoiled beaches and
spectacular scenery, Achill Island also has a handful of excellent little hotels and B&Bs, mostly in
the vicinity of Keel, the island’s most attractive village. The constant wind off the Atlantic Ocean
also make this a prime place for windsurfing, hang gliding, and any other sport that depends on
a breeze. One of the best (and least known) discoveries on Achill Island is a deserted village on
the slopes of Mount Slievemore (p. 222). Not too many people venture up there, making it an
even more extraordinary and moving place to visit.Day 7: Achill Island to ShannonIt’s a long
drive to whichever airport you’re flying home from, but a flight out of Shannon will give you the
most spectacular route. If you can extend your trip a little, a ferry ride over to Mayo’s Clare Island
(p. 220) is a lovely way to spend a day. Even more peaceful and isolated than its near neighbor,
Achill, Clare’s permanent population amounts to just 150 people, and you can go a long way
without bumping into any of them.4DublinDublin is an ancient city with a young soul. Its gray
stone walls and towers follow the curves of the old River Liffey, as they always have. And yet, the
Irish capital is one of Europe’s most youthful cities, with a large population of university students
and young workers. It feels alive—it’s vibrant and energetic, and constantly looking for the latest
food, cocktail, dance, or music craze. This is by far the island’s most cosmopolitan city, and its
most diverse. This is a modern European capital, and it feels like it. Busy nightclubs and posh
restaurants buzz alongside traditional pubs that have stood their ground for centuries. Chic
boutiques fill medieval streets beneath historic castle walls. It’s yours to discover—and even if
you think you know what to expect, you’re almost certain to be surprised by what you
find.EssentialsArrivingBy Plane Aer Lingus (; 081/836-5000), Ireland’s national airline,
operates regular, direct, scheduled flights between Dublin International Airport and numerous
cities worldwide. Direct routes from the United States include Boston, Chicago (O’Hare), New
York (JFK), Orlando, and San Francisco. American Airlines (; 1800/433-7300), Delta (;
800/241-4141), and United (; 1800/864-8331) all fly direct to Dublin from at least one of those
same cities. From Canada, direct flights are operated by Air Canada (; 1888/247-2262). From
Australia, Qantas (; 13-13-13 from within Australia) flies to Dublin with a change in London or
Dubai. Air New Zealand (; 080/0737-000) flies to Dublin, changing in San Francisco or Los
Angeles and then London. Most major European airlines have direct flights to Dublin.Dublin
International Airport (; 01/814-1111) is 11km (63⁄4 miles) north of the city center. A travel
information desk in the arrivals concourse provides information on public bus and rail services
throughout the country. All major international and local car-rental companies operate desks at
Dublin Airport.For speed and ease—especially if you have a lot of luggage—a taxi is the best
way to get directly to your hotel or guesthouse from the airport. Depending on your destination,
fares average between €20 and €35, plus €1 for each additional passenger (but they shouldn’t
charge you extra for luggage). A tip of a couple of euro is standard. Cabs are lined up at a first-
come, first-served taxi stand directly outside the arrivals terminal (turn right as you walk out the
door—you can’t miss it).An excellent airport-to-city shuttle bus service called AirCoach (;



01/844-7118) operates 24 hours a day, making runs every 15 minutes. Its buses go direct from
the airport to Dublin’s city center and south side. Not all the major stops are covered on every
service, so do check that you’ve got the right one before you board. City center fares are €6–€7
one-way, depending on where you are going; fares to Ballsbridge, Dún Laoghaire, or Dalkey run
around €10. Children aged 5 to 12 are €2–€6; children 13 and over are counted as adults. You
can buy tickets in advance on the AirCoach website to guarantee a seat, or you can buy your
ticket from the driver. AirCoach is slightly faster than Dublin Bus (see below), and takes travelers
directly to the hotel districts.Dublin Bus’s 747 bus, otherwise known as Airlink (; 01/844-4265),
provides express coach services from the airport to the city’s central bus station, Busáras, on
Store Street, and on to Connolly and Heuston railway stations. Service runs daily from 5am until
11:30pm (Sundays 7am–11:20pm), with departures every 15 to 20 minutes; it takes about 40
minutes to travel from the airport to Busáras. One-way fare is €6 for adults, €4 for children 11 and
under. Tickets can be purchased online in advance, or at vending machines at bus stops, and at
bus information desks.By Ferry Passenger and car ferries from Britain arrive at the Dublin
Ferryport, on the eastern end of the North Docks. (In 2015, the regular ferry service between
Dún Laoghaire and Holyhead in the U.K. ended after 204 years, so this is now the only option.)
Contact Irish Ferries (; 0818/300-400), P&O Irish Sea (; 0871/66-6464 from the U.K.), or Stena
Line (; 01/204-7777) for bookings and information. Irish Ferries also sails to Dublin from
Cherbourg in northern France. Buses and taxis serve both ports.By Train Called Iarnród
Éireann in Gaelic, Irish Rail (; 1890/77-88-99 for timetables, 1850/366-222 to pre-book tickets)
operates daily train service to Dublin from Belfast, Northern Ireland, and all major cities in the
Irish Republic, including Cork, Galway, Limerick, Killarney, Sligo, Wexford, and Waterford. Trains
from the south, west, and southwest arrive at Heuston Station, Kingsbridge, off St. John’s Road;
from the north and northwest, at Connolly Station, Amiens Street; and from the southeast at
Pearse Station, Westland Row, Tara Street. For the lowest fares, buy tickets in advance from the
Irish Rail website.By Bus Bus Éireann (; 01/836-6111) operates daily express coach and local
bus service from all major cities and towns in Ireland into Dublin’s central bus station, Busáras,
on Store Street. Buy tickets in advance online for the cheapest prices.By Car If you are arriving
by car from other parts of Ireland or on a car ferry from Britain, all main roads lead into the heart
of Dublin and are well signposted to An Lar (City Centre). The quickest way into Dublin from the
airport is to take the Dublin Tunnel. The toll for cars is €3, or €10 between 6am and 10am,
Monday to Friday. To bypass the city center, follow signs to the East Link toll bridge (€2) or the
M50 highway toll (€3.10). The M50 circuits the city on three sides. From Wexford Town, Galway,
or Belfast the drive takes around 2 hours; from Cork, 21⁄2 hours. Your car rental agency should
inform you of all anticipated tolls.Getting AroundIf your stay in Dublin is short, geography is on
your side. The vast majority of the capital’s best sites are concentrated in the city center, an area
of no more than a few square kilometers. This leads to your first, most important (and quite
frankly, easiest) decision: If you have a car, leave it behind at your hotel (or as close as you can
get—parking is notoriously difficult). Dublin’s streets are crowded and confusing, with baffling



one-way streets, bad signage, and terrible traffic.However, cars aside, Dublin is a very easy and
convenient city to get around. Public transportation is good and getting better, taxis are plentiful
and reasonably priced, and your own two feet can easily carry you from one end of town to the
other. In fact, with its perennial traffic and parking problems, it’s a city where the foot is mightier
than the wheel.By Bus After walking, buses are the most convenient and practical way to travel
between the city center sights. Dublin Bus operates a fleet of double-deckers, single-deckers,
and minibuses (the latter charmingly called “imps”). Most originate on or near O’Connell Street,
Abbey Street, and Eden Quay on the Northside, and at Aston Quay, College Street, and Fleet
Street on the south side. Look for bus stop markers resembling big blue or green lollipops—
they’re every few blocks on main thoroughfares. To tell where a bus is going, look at the
destination street and bus number displayed above its front window; those heading for the city
center indicate that with an odd mix of Latin and Gaelic: via an lar.
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darrell k mcclay, “Ireland trip saver gives you all the information great book. Plan the trip to
Ireland you’ll need these books this is one of the ones I bought but this one is absolutely right
that lotta information I don’t think you should buy this book and read it on your vacation I think
this book would be more of a readthrough plan your trip kind of thing but there are a lot of
important things in this book that it’s worth the money recommend this to anyone that is planning
a trip to Ireland”

C Kelly, “Nice book!. This book comes with an awesome map of Ireland that you need if you're
driving! So easy to follow.It lists points of interest and places to "not miss" by star ratings.
Without this book we would have missedthe most beautiful place I've ever seen in my life.....it
took us off the beaten path for aNOT TO MISS site.  Thanks, Frommer's!!”

I'm the dad 563, “Well worth the price!. Used in 2018, was well worth the cost. Very informative,
great background info, lots of information provided. A great addition during our group travel in
Ireland!”

Cate, “A Plan in the Making. Well organized and lots of stuff to do and see. I am enjoying the
possibilities. In the planning stages at the moment so will have to add to later after the trip
happens.”

Calvin MCGuire, “Five Stars. Great book gave it to my Grandson for a trip he is going on the
month”

Pamela A. Kuras, “It came quickly and was a nice size for. It was a gift for my Niece who will be
traveling. It came quickly and was a nice size for travel”

Judy22, “Great guide book. Referred to it during my trip multiple times.”

DrPhil, “Four Stars. Pretty good guide.  Lots of information and price o.k.”

Michelle E, “Great book. Very helpful and informative book.”

The book by Jack Jewers has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 30 people have provided feedback.
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